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THAT THE 


TREMENDOUS DAY 
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Concerning the LAST ANTICHRIST and the 
KILLING of the WITNESSES. 

. a N _ | 3 
ge readeth let him underfland, Matt. c. xxiv. v. xy. 
Med is he that readeth, and they that hear the words 1 of this 
prophecy, and keep thoſe things which are written therein ; for. 


the time is at hand. Rev. C. i. v. 3. 
bold he cometh with clouds, and every eyr {hall fee him. Nays c. i. v. 7+ 
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NEN NEN KR 
PER E A UN 


OFFER this Pamphlet to the Peruſal of the 

ſerious Reader: As far as my Obſervations are 
conſonant to Sacred Writ, ſo far only may they 
be approved. Time will evince how far I have hit 
upon the Truth; and, as I have no Pretenſions either 
to immediate Revelation or Infallibility of Judgment, I 
ſhall readily acknowledge each Error, on its appearing 
to be one. | 


I have had frequent Recourſe to that great Author 
Sir Iſaac Newton, and have eſtabliſned ſome Things 
ſolely upon his Credit; particularly ſuch as reſpett 
him, either as an Hiſtorian, Chronologiſt, or Mathe- 
matician, being, for the moſt Part, contented to be- 
lieve, that his extenſive Learning, penetrating Mind, 
and unwearied Application in the Purſuit of Truth, 
muſt have ſettled thoſe Points with greater Certainty 
than I, 'or, indeed, moſt Men, can pretend to. In 
one Taſtance, however, where I had Divine Authority, 
ancient Hiſtory, and Reno on my Side, I have 

| ventured” 
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C iv 7 
ventured to rectify the Chronology ; the Procedure is 
in a Note on the ſeventh and eighth Pages. 


My Remarks. concerning the laſt Antichriſt, I am 


aware, will offend many : Nor can it be otherwiſe. The 
Time of his coming, the Dottrines which he ſhall 
teach, and other Scripture Marks of him, being herein 
pointed out, it muſt neceſſarily be expected that this 
Diſcovery of the Impoſtor will much enrage him and 


his Party. 


But it is eſſential to the Happineſs of the Church, 


to be guarded againſt Error; and as, doubtleſs, a 
Proſpect of the Saviour's coming within a few Years 
will alſo add to its Felicity, I truſt the Publication 
hereof may not be uſeleſs; and, if it, in any Meaſure, 
tends to manifeſt the Wiſdom or Glory of God, or to 
benefit his People, the Author hath his ultimate End, 
and deſires to render all Praiſe to Him, to whom 
oxy Praiſe is due. 


HO X. TON. 
Sept 21, 1787. 
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OBSERVATIONS, Ge. 


T is much to be regretted that the Prophecy of Daniel and 
the Revelation of St. John are ſo little regarded, as they fore- 
warn us of eyents.which ſhall befal the church to the lateſt period 
of the world; and are conſequently of the higheſt importance for 
the ſtrengthening of the Chriſtian faith. 

In the days of the Prophets and Apoſtles God was pleaſed to 
confirm their doctrine by miracles, but that being once eſtabhſhed, 
a continuation of theſe became unneceſſary ; eſpecially fince their 
teſtimony is upon record, and relates to tranſactions that ſhall hap- 
pen till the end of time: wherefore the unbeliever, now, mult nat 


expect one to riſe from the dead, we have Moſes, ths Prophets, 


and Apoſtles, let him hear them; it he believe not them, nei- 
ther would he be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead. 
The Prophet Daniel and St. John have treated more upon the 
times or periods of events than all the reſt of the Prophets and 
Apoſtles have done; but the hieroglyphic manner in which 
their predictions are expreſſed, has diſcouraged numbers from ſtu- 
dying them; notwithſtanding ſome in every age have ſhewn great 
induſtry therein, and they laboured not in vain: each age pro- 
duced freſh light, the events coming to paſs in their due order 
expounded each other, and ſo made, as it were, further inroads 
lor the finfolding of theſe ſacred myſteries. Indeed it does not 
appear to have. been the intention of our Saviour that the church 
ſhould underſtand them otherwiſe than by degrees; they are ſaid 


to be ſealed a; and the opening of the ſeals is progreſlively, at cer- * Dan. xii. 4, 
tain intervals. However, in the days of the voice of the venth 9. Rev. v. 1. 
angel, when he ſhall begin to ſound, the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed; d Rev. x. 7. 

c Dan, xii. 10s 


and, at the time of the end, the wiſe ſhall underſtand e. 

My chict defign is to caſt ſome light on thoſe prophecies which 
lead to the ſecond appearing of our Lord, when he ſhall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who (in their due time) ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſi- 
wg deſiruttion from the preſence of - Lord, and from the ghiry 6 
| | 1s 
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42 Thef.1.7, his power d. We ate informed in different places of Scripture, 


9 that previous to the end there ſhall be a more than ordinary 

| preaching of the goſpel : this we have repreſented to us as a time 
e Mat. xiii. 30 of harveſt ©, a cleanſing of the ſanfuaryf, a gathering-in of the elect 8, 
& 39. a building of Feruſalem n, &c.; and it ſhall continue for the ſpace 
Rev. xiv. 1 5. of a jubilee or 49 years, as I gather from Dan. ch. ix. ver. 25. 
Pan. viii. 14. Anow- therefore and underſland, that from the going forth of the com- 
g Mat. xxiv. mandment to reſtore and to build Feruſalem unto the . Meſſiah, the 
31. Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, viz. as all allow, weeks of years, or 49 
h Dan.ix.25. years. It will be objected, probably, that this prophecy had re- 


ſpe to the building of the temporal Jeruſalem, after the Jews 


returned from out of captivity in Babylon. I anſwer it might, 
in like manner as that Jeruſalem was a type or ſhadow of the ſpi- 
ritual or heavenly Jeruſalem ; but I am convinced that it ſpe- 
cially relates to the ſecond coming of Chriſt. Our late Sir aac 
Newton ſolely confined it to this interpretation, as may be ſeen in 
his obſervations on the prophecies of Daniel ; where, after giving 
his reaſonsfor ſo doing, he further adds, “If divers of the ancients, 
« as Irenzus, Julius Africanus, Hippolitus the martyr, and Ap- 
« polinaris, biſhop of Laodicea, applied the HALF WEEK to the 
« TIMES OF ANTICHRIST, why may not we, by the fame liber 


« of interpretation, apply the SEVEN WEEKS to the time when Ax 


7 « T1CHRIST ſhall be de/troyed by the brightneſs of Chriſt's com- 

ing.“ It is true he views it in a temporal light, expecting another 

reſtoration of the Jews, and the rebuilding of Jeruſalem ; but our 

4 Saviour's kingdom is not of this world a, and he pronounced over 

5 Luke, xix. Jeruſalem that the things of peace were hid from its eyes b, meaning 

42. for ever, as the paſſage clearly imports: and by Jerufalem J un- 

derſtand here not merely the city; but, the people confidered as a 

body politic, as Sir Iſaac himſelf has interpreted Dan. ch. ix. ver. 

24. There 1s no more rebuilding of the temporal Jeruſalem, 

© Mat. xxiii. the Jews will ſtill look for the Meſſiah, in that point of view, in 

38. Luke, vain, their * is left deſolate e, and they ſhall be no more remem- 

Xiii. 35- bered, for the Lord hath ſpoken it d. 

a Ezek. xxi. But to return, this jubilee or cleanſing of the ſanctuary muſt 

32. begin within 2300 years from the time of Daniel's viſion of the 

Ram and He-Goat, mentioned in chap. viil.; for in verſe 14 0 

that chapter, it is ſaid that the viſion ſhall be until 2300 days. 

Theſe days are to be underſtood as years: in the prophecies of 

Ezckiel, we read that God appointed that each day ſhould denote 

e Ezek. iv. 6. a year e; and by ſo interpreting Daniel's 70 weeks f, relating to 

Dan. ix. 24. the firſt coming of Chriſt, the time exactly correſponds with the 

event; ſo we have a ſure confirmation that Daniel's days are to 
be underſtood as years. | 


2 Dan, viii. 1. Now the viſion was in the third year of Belſhazzar g, king 2 
I the 


a John, xviii. 


L777 


the Chaldeans, 5 58 years before the Chriſtian æra *, and there- 


fore the 2300 years ended A. D. 1742, at which time the fanc- 


tuar * 


* Some hiſtorians make Belſhazzar to begin his reign only about 555 
years before the Chriſtian æra, owing to their not placing him in imme- 
diate ſucceſſion to his father Evil Merodach, but attributing to one Ne- 
rigliſſor, brother-in-law to Evil Merodach, a reign of 4 years; and, after 
him, to his ſon Laboaſſerdach a reign of 9 months, when they _ in 
Belſhazzar, and aſſign to him a reign of 17 years; at the end of which 
the kingdom is divided betwixt the Medes and Perſians: but the pro- 
phet Jeremiah, foretelling what ſhould befal the Chaldean kingdom, 


faith thus: a All nations ſhall ſerve him (Nebuchadnezzar) and his fon, and a Jer, xxvii. 7. 


his ſon's fon, until the very time of his land come, and then many nations and 


* 


reat kings ſhall ſerve themſelves of him. Here we have not only the num- 
4 of the kings until the dividing of the kingdom, but the kings them- 


ſelves, in hereditary ſucceſſion; viz. NeBUCHADNEZZAR, and his Son, 


and his Son's Son, I conclude therefore that Belſhazzar did imme- 
diately ſucceed his father by divine right; and that Nerigliſſor and his ſore 
were either »ſurpers, or ated for Belſhazzar, in a way of truft or proxy, on 


fome account or other, during a period of near five years. It is not impro- 


bable but Belſhazzar might be then afflicted with inſanity, after the ſame 
manner, though perhaps not in that extraordinary degree, as was his 
Grandfather, and that his uncle- in- law was appointed guardian of the 


ſtate. Strauchius, who has taken no little pains in chronology, ſays 
; that Nerigliſſor was Belſhazzar's guardian; and, if ſo, it muſt have been 


for the cauſe above ſpecified, or one ſimilar to it, for Belſhazzar was at 
leaſt 38 years of age when his father died, as may be proved from the 
book of Baruch, and certain circumſtances attending the reign of Ne- 
buchadnezzar. It is generally agre:d that Evil Merodach ruled ſeven 
years, whilſt his father was driven from his throne through God's judg- 
ment, and yet all include that period in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar : 
why therefore ſhould not theſe tre years be included in the reign of Bel- 
ſhazzar ; ſeeing that he was then king by divine right, and that Nerighf- 
for and his fon either acted for him in a way of truſt, or were nſurpert ? 
To what bas been advanced, may be added the teſtimony of Zenophon, 
who was born about 450 years before Chriſt, and who ſays that Bel- 
ſhazzar did immediately ſucceed his father. 

I might further take notice that ſome writers, being conſcious that the 
commencement of Belſhazzar's reign ought to be fixed at the ending of 
Evil Merodach's, have ſuppoſed Laboaſſerdach to be the Belſhazzar men- 
tloned in ſcripture ; and that his father Nerigliſſor governed till he be- 
came of age; but this is contradictory to ſcripture, in making Belſhazzar 
not to be Evil Merodach's ſon, as well as reckoning him a minor, 
though he is ſpoken of in the Book of Baruch as one in high eſteem, at 
leaſt 32 years before the death of Nebuchadnezzar ; beſides it makes his 
oo a very ſhort one (ſcarce 5 years in the whole) whereas Daniel, wha 
did the king's buſineſs in the former part, of his reign, was in the latter 
part thereof almoſt forgotten by him: but this agrees well enough * 
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, tuary and the hoſt were no longer to be trodden under foot, but 

vu. to be cleanſed h. Now the AxGEL of the EverLasTING Gos- 

PEL cometh forth, and proclaimeth aloud the welcome jubilce. 

Ee The wiſe underſtand his voice, and are purified, and made white, 

Dan. xii. 10. and tried a; but the wicked ſtill do wickedly, and have no under- 

b Prov. i. 30. ſtanding herein; the voice of the ſeventh angel they are deaf to, 

« Ifai. Iii. 1. they reject his counſel, and deſpiſe his reproof b. 

d Iſa: Ixi. 10. however, the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, the 2300 years 

Rev. xxi. o & {hall terminate, and Zion ſhall put on her beautiful garments e, 

10. and as a bride, adorned in her attire d, ſhe ſhall be ready to meet 
e Matt, xxy, her bridegroom. | <A 

i. If it is demanded, why I place the commencement of theſe 

years at the time the viſion was given, the anſwer is ready, viz. 

becauſe at that lime reply was made to a certain ſaint (who had 

demanded, how long it ſhould be to the end of the viſion?) 

that it ſhould be until 2300 days: indeed the firſt tranſaction 

which the viſion alluded to, viz., the taking of the Chaldean 

kingdom by the Medes and Perſians, happened 538 years be- 

fore the Chriſtian æra, and therefore, were they but to commence 

then, they are ſtill expired near 25 years ago. | | 

The above prophecy, however, is not the only one which 

reaches to the time of the end. Daniel has furniſhed us with 

another, upon a different baſis, that by the mouth of two wit- 

neſſes every word may be eſtabliſhed : this is in Dan. ch. xii. 

ver. 11 and 12. where the man is pronounced bleſſed that wait- 

eth and cometh to the 1335 days, from the time that the daily 

f Dan. xii, 11 ſacrifice. is taken away, and the abomination that maketh deſo- 

& 12, late is ſet upf, *The taking away of the daily ſacrifice, and the 

As ſetting up of abomination, is the taking away of the true chriſ- 

tian worſhip, as inſtituted by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the 

ſetting up of the doctrines and commandments of men, ſuperſti- 


h Dan. 
13, 14. 
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the time allotted to Belſhazzar as above, viz. 22 years, as alſo with the 
. circumſtance of his not being in his right mind during the firſt 5 years 
of his reign, or of Nerigliſor and his ſon's uſurping the throne ;- as, in 


the latter caſe, that 2 ought to be reckoned to Belſhaz zar's reign, 'F 
e 


in like manner as the interregnum between Chas. I. and Chas. II. of 
this kingdom was reckoned to the reign of Chas. II. on his reſtoration, 
the 1ſt year being immediately called the 12th, both in acts of parliament 
and all public records. EA ag Ck 
Some have thought that by the taking away of the daily ſacrifice, Cc. 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem is to be'underſtood ; but that could not be 
intended, for then the prophecy muſt haye ended A. D. 1405, after which 
popery prevailed throughout all Chriſtendom near 120 years, and con- 
equently that year was not ſucceeded with the bleſſedneſs mentioned in 
the prophecy. tabs Hh heed ons * ; 10 6'- : | 
5 non, 


In his days, 


+ 
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tion, and idclatry, &c. in lieu thereof, which is mentioned by 

St. John under the appellation of the woman's flying into the wil- 

derneſss. The daily ſacrifice is a Moſaic term for the true wor- g Rev. xii. 6, 
ſhip of God, ſuited to the time in which Daniel lived; but even & 14. 

the Apoſtles ſometimes ſpoke in like manner, giving Chriſtians 

the name of Jews. Thus, Rom. ch. ii. ver. 28, 29, He is net a 

Jew which is one OUTWARDLY, neither is that circumciſion which is 

outward in the fleſh ; but he is a J&w which is an INWARDLY, and 

cireume 2 on 1s that of the heart, in the ſpirit, not in the letter, whoſe 

praiſe is not of men but of God. Again, Rom. ch. iv, ver. 12, The 


| promiſe, that he (Abraham) ſhould be the heir of the world, wdh not ts 


Abraham vr ts his SEED through the Law, but through the righteouſe 
neſs of FAITH. So, Gal. ch. ui. ver. 7, Anow ye therefore that they 
which r e Beg are the CHILDREN OF ABRAHAM; and, 
ver. 29, {f ye be CHRIST's then are ye ABRAHAM'S SEED, and heirs 
according te the promiſe. So likewile, Rev. ch. iii. ver. 8. I will make 
them of the ſynagogue of Satan which ſay they are JEWs and are not. 

Since Chriſtians therefore, though of the Gentile race, are ſpo- 
ken of in the New Teſtament under the name of Jews, it is not to 
be thought abſurd that Daniel, who lived ſo long before the time 
of our Saviour, ſhould defcribe their worſhip in Jewiſh terms. 

The criterions of the Woman or Church's flying into the 
wilderneſs are the following, viz. 


1ſt. That ſhe is ſituate upon two wings of a great eagle a. a Rev.xii.14. 
2dly. That the ſerpent caſteth out of his mouth water, as a 

flood, after her b. b Rer. xii. 1 g. 
2dly. That the earth helpeth her, and openeth its mouth and 

ſwalloweth up the flood e. c Rev. xiii. 1. 
4thly That a great beaſt, having ſeven heads and ten horns, 

ariſeth d. And, d Rev. xiii. 1. 
5thly. That it ſhall be in the time of the cighth king, who is 

of the ſeven, and goeth into perdition e. e Rev. xvii. 
Now let it be obſerved, ein 


rt. That the great eagle, is the Roman empire; and its wings 
denote the dividing thereof into two parts: the church, at her 
flying into the wilderneſs, is ſituate upon theſe wings, viz. the 
emperors are both to be Chriſtian emperors. 

2dly. That the ſerpent's caſting out water as a flood at the 
church, is the perſecution which ſhe meets with fram the enemies 
of the Chriſtian religion. 

3dly. That the earth's helping her, is the help which ſhe re- 
ceiveth from earthly powers; alto it may be put in oppoſition to 
heaven, ſignifying that the help will not be received from heavenly 
þ*:ple, or profeſſors of chriſtianity, but from way people, as hea- 


en, agans, me! | 
P 472 ; gibly, 
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4thly. That the beaſt which ariſeth with ſeven heads and ten 
horns, is papal Rome, reigning and preſiding over all the churches 
throughout the whole Weſtern empire, which then ſhall become 
frittered and divided into ten independant kingdoms. The ſeven 
is a ſcripture number, including all the churches of Chrilt ; ſo the 
Book of Revelation is addreſſed to the ſeven churches in Aſia. 
"Theſe heads are ſaid to be ſeven mountains a, and the woman is 


named the great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth b. 


This 1s literally true of the city of Rome, which ſtandeth upon 
ſeven mountains, whereby 1t 1s emblematical of the uniting of the 
feven churches into one body, or under one head. The ſeven 
churches, thus united, ſtand upon and are ſubject to the com- 
mand of one beaſt, which is the Pope. The ten horns are ten 
kings; and ſince they appear as coming forth out of the heads 
of the beaſt, we are to underſtand that they are or ſhall become 
Chriſtian kings ; and that the beaſt, the Pope, will have power 


to command and uſe them, in eccleſiaſtical matters, as he ſhall 


think proper, even as a natural bealt has power to command 
and uſe his own head and horns. 

And 5thly, that, the eighth king, who is of the ſeven, and 
goeth into perdition, i is the eighth biſhop of Rome, that had the 
honour of ſupremacy or title of UNIVERSAL BIS Hor conferred up- 
on him. In his days the daily ſacrifice was taken away, the abo- 
mination that maketh deſolate was ſet up, and the church fled into 
the wilderneſs. Now it will hardly be denied that the time which 
preſented all theſe characteriſtics was the time when the church 
fled into the wilderneſs ; eſpecially, if we find that the church 
was then entering into a very corrupt and degenerate ſtate ; and 
that there is uo other time in which they were all preſent. 

I fix the time about autumn, or towards the end of A. D. 
406; the great eagle having then two wings, through the dividing 
of the empire between Honorius and Arcadius, at the death d 

their father, A. D. 295. In that year (A. D. 406) the ſerpent 

caſt out water as a flood at the woman ; Rhadagaiſus, at the head 
of two hundred thouſand Goths, entered Italy, and over-ran Thra- 
cia, Illyricum, Noricum, &c. making great devaſtations through- 
out the Weſtern empire, in order to eſtabliſh the Ethnic worſhip, 
and aboliſh ky; ; but the earth helped the woman; Uldi- 
nus and Sarus, who were earthly, pagan men, aſſiſted the Romans 
with an army of Huns and Goths, and utterly deſtroyed that great 
army of Rhadagaiſus, few or none of them eſcaping : the beaſt 
alſo was then riſing, a many abominations had crept into the 
church; not to mention the Arian, Pelagian, and other hereſies 
Which W then prevailing, we find the church itſelf was put- 
ung on 2 dark aſpect; having 2288 any remains of genuine 
chriſtianity 
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E 
chriſtianity in it. Prayers for the dead, and invocation of ſaints, 


were introduced ; and worſhipping at the ſhrines of martyrs, was 
the enthuſiaſm of the day. About that time the Pope's ſupreme 


authority began to ſhew itſelf throughout all Chriſtendom ; he 


had vicars to repreſent him in every kingdom and province ; his 
decretal epiſtles were circulating every where; and he ſcrupled 
not to excommunicate and anathematize ſuch biſhops, . &c. as in 
any wiſe ſtood out againſt him: in ſhort, the title of UNIVER- 
$AL BiSHoP, which Marcus had claimed fo early as A. D. 335, 
but which during the 4th century appeared little more than no- 
minal, diſtinguiſhed itſelf in the perſon of Pope Innocent, .in an 
aſtoniſhing manner. Bellarmine, the papiſt, ſays he excommuni- 
cated the emperor Arcadius*; fo the world might well begin to 
wonder after the beaſt. This Innocent was the eighth of the 
Popes who had the honour of being titled UNIVERSAL Bismor, 
agrecably to Rev. ch. xvil. ver. 11. And the beaſt that was and it 
not, even he is the eighth, and is of the ſeven, and geeth into perdition; 
The reader may be deſirous to know my interpretation of the 
preceding verſe, which faith, There are ſeven kings, frue are fallen, 


and one is; and the other is not yet come, and when he cometh he mu 


continue a ſhort ſpace. Let it be here obſerved, that leſt we ſhould 
- miſtake the time of the church's going into the wilderneſs, and 
date the prophecy from the very year in which the empire was 
divided, viz. from A. D. 395, our Saviour addreſſes St. John as 


being preſent at that event; for the viſion of the eagle's wings, 
which repreſented it, was actually preſent ; and, after giving the 
evangeliſt a literal interpretation of the ſeven heads, he adds, And 
there are ſeven kings, not temporal kings, for theſe were repreſent- 
ed by the ten horns with crowns upon them; five are fallen, viz. 
Pope Marcus, Pope Julius, Pope Liberius, Pope Felix, and Pope 
Damaſcus are dead; and one is, one of the ſeven is living at the 
time of dividing the empire, namely, Pope Siricius ; and the other, 
viz. Pope Anaſtatius, zs nt yet come; and, when he cameth, he 

continue a ſhort ſpace, about three or four years; and the beaſt that 
was and is not, namely the beaſt that was repreſented to thee, and 
is not to rule till the ten horns ariſe, even he is the eighth, viz. his 
dominion and power over churches and kings commenceth in the 
eighth Pope or Univerſal Biſhop, namely, Pope Innocent. Again, 
about the end of A. D. 406, the ten horns were up; the Weſtern 
empire was rending in pieces, and nine new independent king- 
doms made their appearance, which, with the reſidue of the em- 
pire, viz. what ſtill remained under the dominion of Honorius, 
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* This he relates with a view to prove and ſubſtantiate the authority 
el the Pope over all earthly potentates, 9 
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conſtitute the number. The nine new kingdoms are the fol. 
lowing, the kingdom of the Vandals and Alans, in Spain and 
Africa; the kingdom of the Suvians, in Spain; the kingdom of the 
Viſſigoths; the kingdom of the Alans, in France; the kingdom of 
the Burgundians; the kingdom of the Franks; the kingdom of 
the Britons; the kingdom of the Huns; and the kingdom of the 
Lombards.* In A. D. 407, all theſe were actually crowned 
horns, each of them having a king, as Sir Iſaac has ſnewn. The 
riſing of theſe new kingdoms on ſuch a ſudden, the dividing of 
the empire between Honorius and Arcadius, the perſecution of 


the Chriſtians by Rhadagaiſus, the immediate help they received 


from Uldinus and Sarus, and the dark ahd wilderneſs ſtate in 
which the church began to be enveloped, with the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings of Pope Innocent, the eighth Univerſal Biſhop, and 
all fo exactly correſponding to the characteriſtics in ſacred writ, 
furniſh ſuch an argument for fixing the commencement of the 
prophecy, as cannot be deduced from the hiſtory of any period 
befide the above; wherefore we muſt neceſſarily conclude that the 


autumn of A. D. 406 was the time when the prophecy commenced, 


By reckoning forward, therefore, 1335 years, we find the pro- 
phecy reaches to the autumn of A. D. 1741, coming juſt within 
the termination of the former; and, perhaps, if our hiſtorical ac- 
counts of the Chaldean kingdom were more perfect, we ſhould 
ſee them coincide to a tittle; though a good deal may be ſaid for 
their preſent agreement ; the grand number 2300, which includes 
all the reſt, except the jubilee, was probably intended to termi- 
nate barely beyond them all ; or, it may be, the 1335 years were 
directed to the beginning of the ſabatical year at the commence- 


ment of the jubilee, and the 2300 to the ending thereof; for 


from the autumn of A. D. 1741, to that of A. D. 1742, is a 
ſabatical year, as appears from the works of Newton, Strau- 
chius, and other writers on chronology ; but whether this was 
intended or not, is of little moment; the agreement is ſufficient- 


| Iy near, and no undue fteps have been taken to eſtabliſſi a cohe- 


- 


rency. 
The next point is to fix the beginning of the jubilee: now we 
have the limits of it immediately before us, for it could not 
begin ſooner than the autumn of A. D. 1741, nor later than that 
of A. D. 1742; before the former the man, who is to begin ot 
open the jubilee, is not pronounced bleſſed; and after the /atter the 
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Sir Iaac dates the riſing of two of theſe kingdoms, viz. of 'the 
Lombards and Viſſigoths, before A. D. 406; fixing the beginning of the 
former in A. D. 389, and of the latter in A. D. 400; though on page 
48 of his hook, be ſays, that the Lombards roſe about the ſame time 
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treble, denoteth in this place only onè year, 
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ſanctuary is not to be trodden under foot, but to be cleanſed. I 
am inclined to fix it between theſe two limitations, viz. in the 
ſpring of A. D. 1742, about Eaſter- tide; being the middle of the 
{abatical year, and the ſeaſon when our Savieur ſuffered ; which 
was alſo in a fabatical year, as Newton has proved. And the 
fixing of it thus, agrees with the nature of the original ſabbath, 
which began at fix in the evening; notwithſtanding the celebra- 
tion thereof, as to divine worſhip, was reſerved till the morn- 
ing: fo, here, the man is pronounced bleſſed in the evening, viz. 
in the autumn of A D. 1741, being then furniſhed with the 
EvERLASTING GOSPEL ; but the opening of the jubilee is re- 
ſerved till the morning, the ſpring of A. D. 1742. This jubilee 
or cleanſing of the ſanctuary therefore ends in A. D. 1791, near 
the vernal equinox or Eaſter-tide; when, conſequently, we have 
good reaſon to hope that our bleſſed Redeemer will appear a 


ſecond time, to the everlaſting conſolation of thoſe, who, through , Heb. vil 


faith and patience, have received the promiſes a; but, to the utter 12. 


ſhame and*confulion of wicked and ungodly men b. 
It may be proper to remark, that, previous to the end, great 
commotions1n many ſtates are to be expected: Daniel faith, « There 


« ſhall be a time of trouble e, ſuch as tere never was ſince there Pan. xli.t, 
« was a nation.” The TURK, I apprehend, mult have a ſcourg- Mat. xxiv, 


ing, as well as BABYLON THE GREAT, the Mother of Harlets, who 21. 


is to come in remembrance, and to have her iniquity meaſured 


out double to her d; ſudden deſtruction 4 ſhall overtake her; and, d Rev. xvii 


it ſhall be known that the hand of the Lord hath accompliſhed it. 6. 


From certain portions of ſcripture I judge theſe commotions Ierem. li, 29, 


will begin to take place about three years and a half before the 
coming of our Lord*; but, I have had ſome doubts whether this 
period ſhould be placed within the jubilee, or immediately after 
it; and, if the latter be the caſe, the end will of courſe be pro- 
longed till the judgments are poured out : however, on a mature 
weighing of the matter, I have concluded, that, it ſhould be placed 
within the jubilee; and, if ſo, their commencement is near at 
hand! God grant that the inhabitants of this kingdom may be 
turned from iniquity to the wild /m of the juſt ; and that our gra- 
cious Sovereign, the Miniſtry, and Parliament, may be endued 
with knowledge from above, and be fo enabled to conduct affairs, 
that our nation and church may be preſerved in tranquility ! 


* 
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* Though theſe troubles, I conceive, are to have their riſe from the 
autumn of the preſent year, 1787; yet, perhaps, the great outpouring of 
them may not be till the year 1790; for the deſtruction of Babylon 1s to 
come in ane day e, VIZ, in one year; and the words of Daniel, a time of 
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4; Having given my judgment, as to the dating of the prophe- 


cies, I proceed to take ſome notice how their terminations have 


agreed with ſcripture, ſo far as they have come within obſervation, - 


The church was to continue in the wilderneſs, a time, times, 
and a half, or 1260 prophetic days, viz. 1260 years, as hath been 
already noticed; during which, power was to be given to the 
beaſt, and the two witneſſes were to prophecy in fackcloth : ſhe 
entered into the wilderneſs in the autumn of A. D. 406, conſe- 
quently, the 1260 years ended in the autumn of A. D. 1666; a 

ear not only remarkable as to the number 666, which is the 
number of the beaſt, but as to a moſt horrid tranſaction which hap- 

ened on September 2d, O. S. I mean the burning of London; a 
thing effected by the papiſts. By this fire, St. Paul's and eighty- 
« eight other churches were conſumed, It deſtroyed the city 
« gates, guild-hall, many public ſtructures, hoſpitals, ſchools, 
« libraries, a vaſt number of ſtately edifices, 1300 dwelling- 
« houſes, and 400 ſtreets; of 26 wards, it utterly deſtroyed 5, 
« and left 8 others ſhattered and half burnt. The ruins of the 


city were 420 acres, extending from the Tower along the 


— 
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Thames: ſide to the Temple church, and from the north-eaſt 
ee gate along the city wall to Holborn- bridge. That it might in 
« all things reſemble the laſt and great conflagration, the de- 
« ſtruction was ſudden ; for in a ſhort time, the fame city which 
« was ſeen in a flouriſhing condition, was reduced to nothing; 
« and after three days, when this fatal fire had overcome all 
& means of reſiſtance, and human councils, it ſtopped, as it were, 
* by a command from heaven, and was on every fide extinguiſhed!” 
This fire had been deſigned ſome time: about ſix months 
before it happened, a conſpiracy for murthering the king, and 
burning the city on September 3d following, was diſcovered 
and publiſhed in the Gazette; and Ino. Rathbone, Willm. Saun- 
ders, and ſix others, were executed as parties concerned: alſo, ons 
Robt. Hubert was afterwards hanged for actually ſetting fire to the 
city. This horrid affair being, as was obſerved, plotted and ef- 
feded by the papifts, we lee the bealt, though in a dying ſtate, 
make a private and powerful attempt againſt the proteſtants ; but, 
with this tranſaction, his effectual power ceaſed, in the 666th year 
of the ſecond millenary. 

The next prophetic number to be noticed js Daniel's 1290 
daysa, which is to be reckoned in like manner, and from the ſame 
date, as was the former ; conſequently, it ended in A, D. 1696 ; in 
which year the French laid a plot for the murther of King Wil- 
liam, 'and prepared a fleet to invade the kingdom, as ſoon as that 
bloody end ſhould be accompliſhed : but, divine providence inter- 
fered, the horrid deſign was diſcovered, and Sir Willm, FRE 
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Sir Ino. Friend, Sir Robt. Fenwick, Robt. Charnock, Edud. 


King, and Thos. Keys, were executed for high treaſon; ſo, 
though the beaſt made at this time another attempt at-the pro- 
teſtants, yet it was abortive. Since this, other efforts have alſo 
been made to eſtabliſh popery in England, viz. in A. D. 1715 and 
A. D. 1745, but without effect. The laſt ſtratagem, therefore, 


that the beaſt effected againſt our church was the burning of 


London: wherefore, though he ſtill continues to be, yet his power 


expired then, agreeably to Rev. ch. xiii. ver. 5. Power was given 
him lo con tinue 42 prophetic months, ending A. D. 1666. 

We find, that ever ſince the reformation, the papiſſs have made 
more attempts upon this kingdom than any other ; and probably for 
this reaſon, becauſe the Almighty hath been pleaſed to favour it more 
than any other. Indeed, He hath eſtabliſhed his church here againſt 
all oppoſition, making crooked ways ſtraight, and rough places plain. 

The commencement of the jubilee hath already been fixed 
about the ſpring of A. D. 1742; it therefore concerns us to exa- 
mine whether the goſpel has ſince then been preached in a more 
than ordinary manner? Whether about that period there was not 
a great revival of religion in the land? If people are not wilfully 
blind, facts ſpeak for themſelves. Have we not in this kingdom, 


and in this metropolis particularly, a greater number of goſpel 


miniſters than ever was known? Are there not many churches, 
chapels, and meeting-houſes ſupplied with faithful paſtors, who are 
labouring daily for the cauſe of Zion? Are there not many new 
chapels and meeting-houſes erected within theſe late years; ſo, 
that itmay be ſaid, Zion hath enlarged her tents? Have not many 
miniſters Iikewiſe gone from this kingdom to different parts for 
the propagation of the goſpel ſince the above period? Will all 
this be denied? © Surely not, the wiſe ſhall underſtand! On the 
other hand, if we take a more retroſpective view, we ſhall find, 
about 50 years back, but few goſpel preachers in the kingdom, 
and thoſe appeared to be ſolely deſtitute of power: the work of 
the Lord did not proſper in their hands. Let none ſay then that 
there are not now the marks of an ingathering of the elect, the 
remnant of the Lord's heritage. We have no reaſon to hope for 
a much greater work of converſion ; the world, in general, will be 
wicked, even as they were in the days of Noah; ſo that when 
the'Son of Man cometh he ſhall hardly find faith on the earth; 
notwithſtanding, there ſhall be a remnant according to the election 
of grace ; for whoſe ſakes alone, the goſpel is preached. 

The ever memorable Martin Luther thought the end would be 
about this period of the world. I mention this, becauſe I think 
is judgment is worthy of our attention. In many inſtances he 


manifeſted that he was endued with a ſpirit of prophecy, partl- 
C 2 cularly 
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1 rularly in regard to the troubles which he foretold ſhould come 
upon Germany: and, which ſo came to paſs accordingly. 
That eminent divine, Ino. Calvin, in his commentary on 
' Tfaiah, takes occaſion, at chap. lvii. ver. 1. to illuſtrate the latter 
clauſe, the righteous are taken from the evil to come, by an applica- 
tion of it to the death of Luther : his words are as follow, 
« Whereof in our time we have a famous example in the death 
« of Martin Luther, who was taken out of this world a little 
before Germany was pitifully waſted with that furious war, 
« which many years before he 2 feretold, whilſt he thundered 
« againſt the contempt of the goſpel; againſt the. villainies and 
« foul enormities which then overflowed in every place: often 
« he entreated the Lord to take him out of this life, before he 
« ſhould ſee the horrible judgments which he had threatened ; 
« the apprehenſions whereof made him quake for fear : and this 
« requeſt he obtained of the Lord: ſoon after his death, a ſudden 
« and unexpected war began to invade and miſerably afflict Ger- 
« many, even when they ſuſpected nothing leſs.” He further 
adds, „I have thought good to recite this in particular, not only 
« becauſe it happened within theſe few years ; but, alſo, that it 
« might be more apparent; in regard it fell out according to that 
« which ſo EXCELLENT A PREACHER OF THE GOSPEL, AND 
« PROPHET OF Gob, had faretold.“ | | 
In Luther's Colloquia Menſalia, page 138, are theſe words, | 
« Surely the end is not very far off, and I dare fay, that within 
« the ſpace of leſs than 250 years, they that live will hear it ] 
% crack; and, not long after, will follow the downfal.” Again, | 
page 479, Two hundred years hence God's word will decreaſe 
again and fall, and there will be a great darkneſs for want of W » 
« upright faithful ſervants of the word; as then, the whole world p 
. « will be wild and epicuriſh; as then, THE VOICE will come and 1 
al 
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©. & SOUND, behold the bridegroom cometh.” 
We cannot determine the preciſe time when theſe obſervations 
were made; but, it was, probably, a few years before his death, 
which was on Feb. 18, A. D. 1546. How fitly then does the W de 
former correſpond. with the expoſition here given, touching the IN 
ſecond coming of Chriſt, and the latter with the time when the W T. 
SEVENTH ANGEL began to SOUND, and open the bleſſed jubi- log 
lee. Theſe words, he voice, ſeem pointed, and denote that he was W | wi; 
aware that there remained but one voice to ſound. Indeed the 
mighty angel, which is not reckoned as one of the ſeven, but as an 
interfering angel, coming betwixt the ſixth and the ſeventh, began 
to ſound in the ſpring of A. D. 1518, when Luther began openly 
to oppoſe the doctrines of pardons and indulgencies, which were 


4hen expoſed to public ſale by one Ino. Tecelius, a fryar ; who 
| | declared 
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declared that he had fo extenſive a commiſſion from the Pope, 
that he could pardon fins of every magnitude; and, he not 
only fold pardons for paſt fins ; but, for future alſo. This pro- 


cecding Luther withſtood, and preached free-grace ; maintaining 


that we receive pardon and forgiveneſs of ſins, only by faith in the 
blood and rightcouſneſs of CHRIST, through the mere faueur and 
mercy of God, without works, or any deſeruedneſs on our part; and, 
he immediately gained many converts; the chief of the univerſity 
of Wittenberg, and the Elector of Saxony, preſently eſpouſed his 
cauſe; and, with one conſent, affirmed that they had neither known 
nor heard of the goſpel; nor, of Chriſt before. | 

In the ſpring of A. D. 1521, he was ſummoned to appear be- 
fore the Pope's tribunal, aſſembled at Wormes: ſome of his 
friends would have diſſuaded him from going; telling him, that 
the papiſts had already condemned him, and burned his books, he 
as might judge what would be his fate; but this, inſtead of 
intimidating ſeemed to increaſe his courage; and, he replied, 
Though there ſhould be as many devils in Wormes, as there are 
tiles upon the houſes, yet there I will go.” At this diet he not 
only ſtood out againſt the Pope's retinue, but againſt the Emperor 
himſelf; who, on being falſely informed that Luther was recant- 
ing, ſent a biſhop to him, demanding whether he had referred the 
cauſe to him and the empire? Luther anſwered, * I have neither 


 « done it, nor intend ſo to do.“ And he offered to deliver up the 


fafe conduct which the Emperor, through the ſollicitation of the 
EleQor of Saxony, had previouſly granted him. Like St. Paul, 
he was ready to be bound, and to die alſo, for the fake of Jeſus. 

About nine years after, he was ſummoned again to an Im- 
perial diet, held at Augſburgh, where the Emperor attended in 
perſon ; the papiſts having made him believe that Luther's doc- 
trine was altogether frivolous ; and, that they thould ſo filence him 
and his party, that they would not be able to ſay a word in defence 
of it. But, it fell out quite otherwiſe : Luther and his adherents 
were unconquerable ! The papiſts were confounded in the higheft 
degree, and were neceſſitated to acknowledge, in the preſence of the 
Emperor, that the faith of the proteſtants was true and upright. 
The Emperor being now ſatisfied, he caufed the proteſtants apo- 
logy and confeſſion of faith to be ſent to all the univerſities 
within his dominions ; and, from thence, the goſpel ſoon ſpread 
abroad into other countries; ſo that, as Luther juſtly ſays, the 
Imperial diet at Augſburg was invaluable. Thus went on that 
noble champion of the goſpel, with undaunted courage and 
wonderful ſucceſs, for. the ſpace of 28 years, when he departed 


this life, confeſſing the faith which he had taught with his laſt 
breath, 
It 


a Chap, Bl. 1. 


& 23. 


1.48 J 
Itis remarkable, that Luther was born in the autumn of a 
ſabatical year, or rather at the beginning of a ſabbath of years; and, 


that he died in the ſpring of a ſabatical year. Our Saviour, ac- 


cording to the beſt accounts, was born in the autumn of a ſabati- 
cal year, and was crucihed in the ſpring of a ſabatical year. Lu- 
ther began the reformation in the ſpring of a ſabatical year, in the 
35th year of his age, being the age of our Saviour at his cruci- 
fixion *; and he preached tour ſabbaths of years, or a ſabbath of 
times, reckoning four years, the length of our Saviour's preach- 


ing a time: furthermore, the whole time of his preaching, viz, 


28 years, 1s a perfect time, not only becauſe the number 28 con- 
ſiſts of ſevens, and is conſequently a perfect one in a ſcriptural 
ſenſe, but becauſe it is preciſely equal to the ſum of all its ali- 


quot parts, and is therefore a perfect one in a mathematical 


ſenſe ; and it is the only number which is fo, in both theſe re- 
ſpects. ; 

: It is likewiſe remarkable, that from the death of Luther to 
the ſpring of A. D. 1742 (the commencement of the jubilee) is 
28 ſabbaths of years; and to the autumn of A. D. 1787 (the be- 
ginning of the wars or judgments preceding the end) is 344 ſab- 
baths of years: our Saviour was aged about 344 years when 
God's judgments for our ſins were poured upon him. 

Some have been of opinion, that Daniel's prophecy, a time, 
times, and a half, admits of two or three interpretations, and is as 
well applicable, bothto the reign of the church, after her coming 
out of the wilderneſs, and to the whole duration of the beaſt, as to 
the time of the church's being in the wilderneſs under the 
mghty power of the beaſt; and, in each of theſe caſes, 
that a ſime is to be meaſured by ſome certain period, which 
ſhall be found to have a proper affinity thereto. Upon theſe 


principles, therefore, if from the latter part of A. D. 1656, 


when the power of the beaſt ceaſed, and the church came 
out of the wilderneſs, we r:ckon a time, times, and a half, and 
call the term of our Saviour's life, viz. 344 years, a time, (as in 
this caſe ſeems the moiſt proper) we ſhall be brought to the latter 
part of A. D. 1787, when the troubles are to begin: a ſurpriſing 
coincidence! Or, in order to compute the whole duration of 
the bealt, viz. the time elapſed from his firſt riſing to the begin- 
ning of the judgments, it ſeems, in that caſe, the moſt reaſonable 
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* Sir Iſaac Newton has undeniably proved that our Saviour was cru- 
cified on Friday the 23d of April, in the 2oth year of the reign of Ii- 
berius ; and it is clear, from the Goſpel of St. Luke a, that the 1 5th year 
of Tiberius was the 3oth vear of our Saviour's age. 

+ Newton has made it appear, that our Sayiour did not begin to 


preach till about a year after he was baptized, 
| to 
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to make the number of years between his riſing in the autumn of 
A. D. 406, and his becoming poſſeſſed of his full temporal do- 
minions, viz. his ſubduing three kings a, about the ſpring of A. D. th” ol 
$or, a time; and ſo, 3944 years being a time; time, times, and a 8 5 Ng 
half, terminate exaQly with the former in A. D. 1787, the length bl 
of this latter time being made up of 360, the common ſcripture time, 
and 34+, the age of our Saviour, another remarkable coincidence! 
[ have not, however, mentioned theſe agreements with a view 
to impoſe them upon the minds ot any, as reſulting from genuine 
principles fit to be depended on; being firmly perſuaded, that 
what I before advanced is, by far, the moſt conſonant to ſacred 
writ; notwithſtanding, their harmony is certainly extraardinary. 
| ſhall now, again, call the reader's attention to the perſon of 
Martin Luther ; and endeavour to ſhew how he anſwered the 
character of the MIGHTY ANGEL. The angel had a little Boat 
in his hands b: Luther brought forth the Bible, which had before b Rev. x. 2. 


been locked up: alittle book when compared to the voluminous 

$ writings and traditions of the papiſts. The mighty angel cried 

* as when a lion roareth e. Luther's courage was invincible : Hear e Rey. x. 3. 

- what he ſays in his commentary on the Galatians, chap. 11. ver. 

1 6. «If the Pope will grant unto us, that GoD ALONE, by His | 
„ MERE GRACE, THROUGH CHRIST, doth juſtify ſinners, we 1 

ty « will not only carry him in our hands, but will alſo kiſs his | 

as « feet ; but, fince we cannot oh this; we again, in God, are | 

1 


8 « proud againſt him, above meaſure; AND WILL GIVE NO PLACE, 
% NONOT AN HAIR'S BREADTH TO ALL THE ANGELS IN HEA- 
„ VEN; NOT To PETER; Nor To PAUL; NOT To AN HUND- 
„ RED EMPERORS; NOT TO A THOUSAND PoPES; NOR TO 
ch * THE WHOLE WORLD.” His face was as the ſun, and his feet as 
pillars of fire d; trampling under foot the Pope's decrees, and utter- d Rev. x. r. 
ly conſuming all the falſe doctrine of the papiſts, like ſtubble be- 
lore him. The mighty angel fware by him that liveihb for ever and 
ever, that time ſhould be no longer than whilſt the ſeventh angel 
(hou d ſounde. Luther affirmed that the end was not far off ; that e Rev. x. 6. 
in about 200 years the VOICE Would come and  [arind ; and, that in leſs 
than two hundred and fifty years, they that lived would hear the world 
erat; and not long after would fallow the detunfal: Adding, 
that from neceſſity of ſcripture, WHEN THE TURK SHOULD BE- 
SIN A LITTLE TO DECLINE, THEN CERTAINLY THE LAST 


mw DAY WOULD: COME. The angel delivered the little book to 
Ti. lohn! (viz. the church). Luther, having tranſlated the Bible into Rev, | 
year his mother-tongue, commended it-to the uſe of the church and & - as 
miniſters; who were 10 preach therefrom to many people, na- þ 
a to nons, and tongues, even till the ſeventh angel bad ſounded ;. but 
Wh bitterneſs and ſorrow of heart. 8 I on 
to The & 10. - 
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Rev. xiv. 
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The ſeventh angel, according to what has been ſaid, was to 
begin to found, and open the jubilee in the ſpring of A. D. 1742; 


and this, I apprehend, he particularly did through the preaching 
of the Rev. Geo. Whitheld; though I would not exclude any 


other miniſters, who then began to publiſh the true goſpel, from 


their due claim herein. It may be objected, that he began to 
preach as early as A. D. 1738, or earlier; and therefore the times 
do not agree: To which I anfwer ; fo doth the light of the ſun 
commonly begin to dawn an hour or two before it riſes; but yet 


nobody, furely, would date the ſun- rĩſe from the time of day-break; 


A miniſter is ſeldom made at once: it is, generally, ſome time be- 


tore he becomes properly inſtructed and eſtabliſhed in the princi- 


ples of goſpel faith; and, even then, he may not at firſt be ſucceſsful 


in his labours: as for Mr. Whitfield, he freely owned that in 
many reſpects he erred at his firſt ſetting out; and, it was not till 
A. D. 1741, that he began to declare the rh in oppoſition to 
error; the 1335 years were then expiring ; and he that had waited 
was pronounced bleſſed z ! 

The angel of the jubilee is deſcribed as crying with a loud vsiceb. 
It is faid of Mr. Whitfield, that, when preaching, he has been 
heard a mile off, The goſpel, which this angel preacheth, is 
diſtinguiſhed by the name of EverLasTING GoSPEL Cc; 2 
term no where elſe to be found in ſcripture ; but, put here, as 
ſome good old commentators have obſerved, to meet with the er- 
rors peculiar to the time when this angel ſoundeth; which 1s 


true, without doubt; though ] judge it has ſtill a more direct ten- 


dency, and is put in oppoſition to the doctrine which ſhall then 
be preached by the LaSTANTCHR11ST, who, if it were paſſible, ſha 
deceive the very electd. The Holy Ghoſt uſeth not aſhew of = 
ty words, but ſuch as have due weight and meaning. Mr. 
Whitfield opened the jubilee with an EVERLASTING GoSPEL; 


boldly maintaining the everlaſting purpoſe and love 4 God in behalf 
of his elet* ; and, ſhewing to the heirs of promiſe, that it was (har 
father's good pleaſure to give them the kingdame; that he, who had 
already made them true partakers of his grace, would never ſuffer 
them to be rent out of his hands ; and, that their juſtifying righteo! eſs 
was not an inherent” or ſeif-righteouſneſs, but an everlaſting rig, 
ouſneſs*; a righteouſneſs which fadeth not ; a righteouſneſs which Jhal 
be brighter than the fun for ever. His doctrine was not that which 
Qeclares, a- man may be a child of God to-day, and a'child of the 


devil t9-morrow, and may be called, juſtified, and ſan#ified, and 
after all, be finally and eternally damned: giving the lie to the ſcrip- 
ture, which faith, that whom he (God) called, them he 40% juſtified, 
and whim he juſtificd them he alſo glorified. The angel flieth in . 
midſt of heauen*, Viz, in ſome country or kingdom Pay 
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bleſſed of God; a country named by Daniel the glorious holy moun- 
tain between the ſeas, in which alſo the laſt Antichriſt ſhall ſtand 
up againſt the Prince of Princes. Does any proteſtant ſtate be- 
ſides Great Britain, anſwer to this deſcription? Every unprejudi- 
ced mind muſt give the negative. But the angel is ſaid to fly. In 
the autumn of A. D. 1741, we find Mr, Whitfield in Scotland; 
then in Wales and Gloceſterſhire. In the ſpring following, at 
London, labouring with unremitted fervour ; fo that in a letter, 
dated April 6th, he faith, „Gad is doing great things in London: 
adding, © I fleep and eat but little, and am conſtantly employed 
« from morning till midnight; and yet my ſtrength is daily re- 
« newed. O free-grace ! it fires my ſoul, and makes me long to 
do ſomething for Jeſus.” In the beginning of June, the ſame 
year, we find him at Edinburgh, and, in the latter end of Octo- 

ber, at London again. In April, A. D. 1743, he is at Gloceſter, 

aſter having, in about three weeks, travelled four hundred miles, 

preached about forty times, and attended three aſſociations. 

In May, he is at London; in June, he reviſits Gloceſter, 
Briſtol, &c. &c. and, in Auguſt, returns to London again. In 
October, November, and December, we find him travelling and 
preaching through a many parts of the kingdom; as though it 
were ſummer, = ſhort, he was ſeldom long together at any 
place; ſo that he truly anſwered to the deſcription of FLYING 
through the midſt of heaven. Nor was his miniſtry ſolely con- 
fined to Great Britain: he viſited Ireland, and a many diffe- 
rent parts of America; and, he died in Georgia, in the au- 
tumn of a ſabatical year, viz. on Sept. 3oth, A. D. 1770; hav- 
ing preached 28 years from the expiration of Daniel's 2300 
years; the time that Luther preached, after he began the refor- 
mation, Thus, all the characters of the angel were realized in 
the perſon of the Rev. Geo. Whitfield, at a time exactly cor- 
reſponding with the prophecies. 

[ ſhall now drop a few hints concerning the laſt Antichriſt. 
This Antichriſt is the ſecond beaſt mentioned in the 13th chapter 
of the Revelations ; appearing with two horns, as a lamb; but 
peaking as a dragon, and exerciſing all the power of the firſt 
dealt, whoſe deadly wound was healed : ſee the chapter. 

Some have thought, that this beaſt, as well as the former, 
repreſented the Pope, but in a different point of view,; the 
ther deſcribing his temporal, and this his ſpiritual power: 
out, to ſay the truth, the former beaſt fully deſcribed him 
in all his eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual dignities; the ſeven heads 
and ten horns, denoting his ſupreme authority over all churches 
ad chriſtian kings, as I have before ſhewn. He never gained 
more temporal dominions than three kingdoms ; agreeably to 


* 


* 


Dan. ch. vii. ver. 8. The firſt beaſt was like a leopard b, viz. bRev- 153 
D nei . xl. 2. 


2 Dan, xi. 45. 
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ſtained with all manner of abominations, filthineſs, and unclean: 
nefs : upon his heads was the name of Blaſphemy; ſhewing, how 
the Pope and his retinue ſhould blaſpheme the truth in their 
dodrine and practice: he had a mouth lie a lion, untame and 
„ Proud, exalting himſelf as the moit high; and, all the world 
a Rev.xXUL 2. (viz. all Chriſtendom) wondered after him a, and worſhipped him, 
& 3. for the ſpace of 42 prophetic months, ending A. D. 1666. To 
„ him it was given to make war againſt the ſaints, and to overcome 
b Rev. xili. 7. them b: but, he that leadeth into captivity, mult go into capti- 
vity ; he that killeth with the ſword, muſt be killed by the 
cRev. xili. o {word e. The kings, who gave their power to this beaſt, ſhall at 

a Rev. xvii, length make Babylon utterly deſolate d. 
16. Hence they report a mere fiction, who affirm that the ſecond 
| beaſt, alſo, denoteth the Pope and church of Rome: the ſcripture 
e Rev.xili.11, expreſsly ſaith, that he is another beaſte, and mentions not his 
riſing till after the expiring of the 1260 years, or decline of the 

firſt beaſt. 

Daniel's fourth beaſt, likewiſe, repreſents the Pope and church 
of Rome; the little horn, denoting the Pope's temporal power, 
f Dan. vii. whereby he plucked up three horns by the roots f, and became a 
8& 24 mighty potentate, as well temporal as ſpiritual. But, the little 
g Dan. viii. 9. horn in the viſion of the Ram and He-goats clearly deno- 
teth the laſt Antichriſt: His coming up out of one of the four 
notable horns, which ſprang up after th2 breaking of the great 
horn b, . ſheweth that he ſhall riſe up in one of the principal pro- 


h Dan. viii. 


* teſtant kihgdoms, which was eſtabliſhed at the breaking of the MI, 
preat horn, or reformation from popery. 

The common and literal acceptation of this vifion is, that 
the Ram denoted the riſing of the Perſian and Median empire; * 

the He-goar, the kingdom of Greece and Macedonia, under 4 
Alexander the Great; the four notable horns, the dividing of 15 
Alexander's dominions into four kingdoms, after his deceaſc ; and, ” 
the little horn, Antiochus Epiphanus : but, though this was * 
literally true, and intended; yet, only, in- a way of antitype 0 "# 

what ſhould afterwards befal the church of Chriſt ; as the molt 10 
judicious divines have always allowed. | he 

The Ram, therefore, denoted the church in its primitive or- 1 
der; the He-goat, the Pope and church of Rome; the great , a 
horn, the aſtoniſhing power of the Pope, ſpreading itſelf over the w | 
whole earth, viz, over all the Weſtern empire; the breaking of 1 

the great horn, the reformation in different kingdoms through 
the preaching of Luther, &c. ; the four notable horns that came up + 
| afterwards but not in his power, four notable kings *, who ſtrike il, 
©-* Theſe kings I take to be the kings of Great Britain, Pruſia, Den 


„mark, and Sweden. o 
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eff all allegiance and ſubordination to the Pope, and oppoſe him; 

and the little horn coming forth out of on: of them, the laſt An- 

tichriſt, riling up in the dominions of one of theſe four kings, and 

becoming very great in the pleaſant land a, in the glorious holy 4 

mountain between the ſcas. 2 Dan. vill. 9. 
This Antichriſt {ball reign at or about the ending of the 2300 Pan. u. . 

years ; for, at the time of the end ſhall be the viſion b: again, he L Dan. viii 

mall ſpring up in the latter time of the four horns e, viz. in the LIND 

latter half of the time between A. D. 1666 and A. D. 1791 3 © Den. . 

ſo, he was not to be looked for till A. D. 1728; turther- 

more, the witneſſes were to be killed by him at leaſt 34 years be- 

fore the jubilee commenced d; and, therefore, he was riſen before 


23. 


A. D. 1738. | d Rev. xi. 11. 
This beaſt hath /zws horns as a lamb e; by which, not two tem- 1 


poral, but two ſpiritual Kings are prefigured. Upon the horns 


0 11. 
of the firſt beaſt were ten crowns ; but theſe horns are without 


' crowns, being miniſterial horns, viz. two men, who ſhall be- 


come famous, as minilters, and in all things keep ſtrict union 
with each other; and, who, through their feigned doctrine (which 
ſhall much reſemble the truth) and their ,Jamb-like and innocent 
deportment, will, by many, be eſpouſed and thought great reſorm- 
ers. Theſe horns, thongh two perſons, compoſe but one Anti- 
chriſt ; of whom Daniel ſpeaketh wholly in the ſingular nun- 
ber: ſo, it is probable, that one of them will be more diſtin- 
guſhed than the other, who, though really and actually a part- 
ner in the work, will acknowledge his brother the head, and lay, 
« The chief praiſe belongs to him.” | | | 

This Antichriſt will pretend the greateſt mildneſs in every thing; 
ad want nothing ſo much as peace: UNIvERSAL CHARITY will 
he his darling theme ; but, his end therein will be to overcome the 
(ruth, againſt which he ſhall ſet a fierce countenance, and by prace he f Dag. vii 
all deſtroy pul He will exerciſe the utmoſt policy, and cauſe 23. 
waft tp proſper in his hand. te his hypocriſy will have no bounds. g Dan. viii. 
lle will be exceeding proud, and maguify himſelf in his heart 8, even 25. 
the Prince of the hoſt i, the Prince of Princes, againſt whom i Dan, viii. 
be ſhall Rand up k; and, through his ſkill in dark ſentences, 11. 2 
be ſhall c down the truth Ie the ground ; as alſo, fome of the * Dan. viii. 


fart and het m, (viz. ſome of Ghrift's miniſters and flock) exalt- | Dan vii 


W HUMAN WORKS, above the MERITS AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 

of CuRIs rü; and thereby taking away the daily ſacrifice u, or true ,, Dan. vi 
Worlkip of God, and greatly defiroying the mighty and Holy peo- 10. > 
%, whom, for a time, he ſhall draw into his ſnare ; and, ® Dan, viii. 
when he diſcovers that they are emerging out of his errors, he 11. 

Ml amg upon them, and exert his whole might to prevent their riſ- o Dan. viii. 
uttering great ſwelling words of blaſphemy againſt the truth 244. 
bh of 8 D 2 my as to rb. vii. io. 
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c Rev. xiii. 
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to frighten and terrify the minds of weak believers. He hall er- 
erciſe the power of the firſt beaſt before him a, viz. he ſhall exerciſe 
great authority over his hoſt, and expect every where the utmoſt 
reſpect and reverence to his perſon, declaring that he will be ming- 
ed, His power ſhall be like that of the firſt beaſt; he ſhall ap- 


,point and diſmiſs miniſters, and members of his congregation, 


at pleaſure, pleading his right ſo to do; and, he thall cauſe the 
earth, and il em that awell therein, ta worſhip the firſt beaſt b, by in- 
troducing his doctrines, and cauſing the eople to give glory to 
the creature inſtead of the Creator, who is, God over all, bleſſed 


for ever. And, as he proſpers mightily, 10 he doth great won. | 


ders ©, as it were, in the ſight of men, filling them with aſtoniſh- 
ment; inſomuch, that ſome of his hoſt will believe that St. 
Paul was not greater than he; from a low beginning he ſhall 
attain t6 great things, and ſhall plant his tabernacles far and 
wide: Theſe things and others of the like kind ſhall come to 
paſs and be eftecmed as miracles, and it ſhall be ſaid that the 
work is of God becauſe it proſpers d.“ He maketh fire come down 


from heaven e; he maketh it appear that his ſacrifice, (viz. his 


doQrine and worſhip), is approved of by God, through the 
numerous inſtances of extraordinary convictions upon the con- 
ſciences. of his hearers, which ſhall be eſteemed as the effects 
of fire from heaven: again, he ſhall make numbers believe 
that they are baptized with fire and the Holy Ghof?, telling 
them on examination of their caſes that the new birth is al- 
ready taken place in them, though he himſelf is totally 1gno- 
rant of its operation- and ſaving effects vpon the ſoul. All 
theſe devices he ſhall carry on in the fight of the firſt teafi\, 
viz. while the firſt beaſt is {till in being; and, though he thall 
pretend tp be much againſt the firſt beaſt, yet the parties of 
each ſhall ſpeak iet together at one tables. His proceedings ſhall 
pleaſe the firſt beaſt well, as being a likely means to bring about 
the re-eſtabliſhing of his throne. So, though it is againſt the 
laws of the (tate or nation to which he belongs to eſtabliſh 
popery, yet, through his craft, he ſhall propagate that which 
ſhall be the very likeneſs and image thereof, the firſt beal: 
in miniature. His holt, therefore, make or compoſe an image to 
the beaſt h; but not of flone or wood: It is an image which 
ſpeaketh, a living. image, his party, who ſhall be almoſt 
continually ſpeaking out their feigned cant and hypocriſy. He 
gil eth power to the image to cauſe that as many as would not worſhip 
it ſhould be killed i; viz. as many as will not join in their wot- 


| ſhip and allow it to be according to the .oracles of God, 


eſpecially miniſters, the beaſt and image ſhall kill or cauſed 
to be killed ; though pot literally, for he is- a beaſt of * 
| | | ut 


— 
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the forehead may, perhaps, more properly denote the perſe- 


ſealed therein, ſo, in another place, they are ſaid to be feal- 


that God changeth as often as man, who, though a child of 


L 46 J . 


but ſpiritually, by exclaiming againſt them that they are 

miniſters of ſatan, and their doctrine is from hell, &c. Thus, 

as much as in him lieth, he woundeth and Killeth their reputa- 

tion and doCtrine; and Conſequently their perſons, in a ſpiritual 

ſenſe, as wiinefles of God's truth. In this buſineſs he will 

allo ſucceed 'the more through his uncommon talents as a 

logician, whereby he will have a ſmooth and pleaſing knack 

at unfolding dark ſentences a, and fo will begvile the ignorant a Dan. vill. 
and unwary, ſetting forth falſchood as truth, and truth as error. 23. 

Wheſo is fumple let him turn in hither d. And he cauſes all, b Prov. ix. 
whom he deceiveth, 10 receive a mark in their right hand er in 16. 
their forehead c. The word hand here ſignificth faith, as it © Rev. xiit, 
doth in this ſcripture : „Fight the good fight of faith, lay 16. 

« hold on eternal life .“ In which patlage, the hand is 41 Tim. vi. 
implied, and is evidently a repreſentative of faith. In their 12+ 
faith then he will have his mark ; he will not ſuffer it to reſt 
alone upon the mere mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, as it ought, 
but will o patching in ſomething of his own deviſing along 
with it, by which he ſhall defile the right hand, or right faith. 
Orcin their forehead. The forchead I conceive denotes God 


clection; ſo, the children of God are ſaid to be ſealed in their . 
ſoreheads e, and to have the name of God and the Lamb e Rev. vii. 4. 
written on their foreheads. He will not allow election then 83 


to be taught as flowing from the mere ſovereign will and XXii. 4. 
pleaſure of God, choofing whom he will out of mankind to bring 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
them by Chriſt to ſalvation as veſſels made to honour *; but, in 
it alſo, he will .have have his mark, maintaining that ſome- 
thing mult be done by man in order to his being elected 
an heir of glory; and though, through his hypocriſy, he may 
ſometimes grant that we are juſtified by faith alone, yet, touch 
him about clection and the cauſe of faith, and he will 
immediately blaſpheme and reviie God's word. He will never 
own, both that we are juſtified by faith in the merits and 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, without works, and that faith is given 
unto us as a pledge of our eternal election to ſalvation. But 


verance of the children of God; for, as they are faid to be 
ed to the day of redemption; it is not material whether way f Epheſ. iv. 


it be taken, tor the perſeverance of the faithful, and God's 39+ 
election, muſt ſtand or fall together. He ſhall declare then 


God to-day, may become a child of the devil to-morrow, and, 


41943 
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-* See the 17th article of our church. 
after ' 
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after having been juſtified and ſanctificd, be forever damned! 
Horrid thought! | | 
Again, he will cauſe that no man may buy or fell, ſave he 


/ 


that hath the' mark, or the name of the beaft, or the number of 
hit name *, viz. that none may be admitted into his church 


communion and fellowihip, particularly miniſters, but ſuch as 
fubſcribe to his doQrines, receive his mark, and become his 


diſciples, profciling his name and the number thereof, which 


is 666. 


This, as well as the reſt. of the chapter, hath generally 


been conſtrued as relating to the Pope; but it belongs to the 


ſecond beaſt, which, I have before ſhewn, is not the Pope: 


however, as he is, as it were, the image of the firſt beaſt, I 


grant thab this number was alſo. applicable to the firſt. The 
interpretation thereof, I apprehend, is to be taken both liter- 


V. 2. the number of 
this, are caſt into the lake of ſire e. 


ally and ſpiritually ; the latter, however, being of the greatelt 
import, I ſhall begin with it firſt, 
The ſaints are ſaid to get the victory over the beat and over 
his name>; and all, who do not overcome in 
It is not a victory, therefare, 
over a mere figure or letter which is intended; ſomething 
higher is to be underſtoad, ſomething reſpecting dodrine, 
faith, and ſoforth. | 

Let us endeavour then, through the help of God, to dif. 
corer the myſtery which this number involves. It is obſerv- 
able that every figure is a fix ; now fix is a perſect number, in 
a, mathematical ſenſe, being preciſely equal to the ſum of its 
aliquot parts, and it is the firſt in the ſcale of notation, that bears 


that name; but this does not obtain in a ſcriptural ſenſe: In 


4 Heb. 1,19. 


e Heb. iv. 6. 


Hi. 19. 
iv. 2. 


Heb. iv. 3. 


divine matters ſeven is the perfect number, as before hath been 


noticed. God created the world in ſix days, and reſted on the 
ſeventh. The ſeventh day was typical of the ret which the 
children of God ſhould have 1 Crit: And he that hath 
« entered into this reſt, hath ceaſed from his ton works as 
God did from his4,” The ſaints enter into this reſt 
by faith; „ They to whom the Goſpel was firſt preached 
entered not in becauſe. of unbeliefe: Again, We which 
« have believed do enter into reſt i.“ But Antichriſt ſhall ſtrive 
to mar this reſt; he ſhall preach up the number ſix, telling the 
people that they muſt ww7# for ſalvation, and become inherently 
righteous and perfect, and that they can have no more claim 


to the RicuTEOUSNESS OF CHRIST, than to that of Abraham, 


David, or any other man. | 
Thus will he blaſpheme the Lord Jeſus! Again, this num- 


ber 666, conliiting of 600, 60, and, 6, viz. of three _ 
3 ER bers 
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bers in a tenfold ratio to each other, may well ſignify the per- 
ſet keeping of the whole law, or ten commandments, - in 
order to the obtaining of falvation.; and the three numbers, 
may denote three different ranks of profeſſors in his ſociety z 
viz, the 600, thoſe who have modeſty enough to acknowledge 
that they come far ſhort of perfection; the 60, thoſe who 
allow themſelves to be not guzte perfect, but ſay they have attain» 
ed to great things; and the 6, ſuch as affirm that they are 
already perfect. One of this ſtamp, I was in company with a 
few months ago, and he declared that he had not ſinned either 
in thought, word, or deed, for more than twenty years paſt, 

The numbers 600, 60, and 6, being placed in three rows one 
above another, as in the margin, make a pretty Babel, the 
top of which is perfection, though only human perfection, and 
the foundation is neither human nor divine perfection, for 
neither 600 nor 60 are perfe& numbers, either in one ſenſe or 


the other; nor is 666, taken wholly, a perfect number: .ſo, 


though ſix of itſelf is a perfect number in a mathematical 
conſideration, yet, the whole is imperfect, the building is upon 
ſand, and muſt come down. ol | 

Let us now enquire into the literal interpretation hereof, 
Which is to be taken two ways; firſt, as the number refers to 
the beaſt, for it is the number of the beaſt, and, ſecondly, as it 
reſpects his name, for it is alſo the number of his name. 

Firſt, As it refers to the beaſt, I conceive it expreſſes, after 
ſome manner or other, the duration of the beaſt, or length 
of his reign; and, as it is further ſaid to be the number of a 
man, moſt commentators judge that, the number is to be 
eſtimated after a common or ordinary manner, viz. as a man 
is wont to compute or eſtimate. Hence it muſt be counted 


either as ſo many years, months, or days: But, it cannot be 


years, for that would extend his reign to about A. D. 24co, 
a length of ti:ne which the ſcripture leaves us no room to hope 


for; neither can it be days, for then his reign. would not be 


two years; whereas, the witneſſes were to be killed by him 
at leaſt three years and a half before the jubilee, and his deſtruc- 
tion is not to be till about the time of Chriſt's coming; the 
whole jubilee being a time of warfare againſt him: it muſt 
therefore be underſtood as ſo many months, making 551 years, 
Which is not a little while for one Antichriſt to preach. 


Secondly, As it reſpects his name, the numerical letters are 
to make 666; but, as it is the number of a man, we ate to 


underfland that the numerals of his name, as a man would 


erdinarily or commonly write it, make when collected 666. 
| Quere, 
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Quere, the NAME of this Ttus-Horned Antichriſt ? May we 
Tuſpect that it is the REV. INO. AND CHAS. VVESLEY? 
it 5 6 1 2 4 3 | 
Iv | The numerals collected are D c L vv VI == 666. 
| | 7 , 13-2 44 6- 5 
[|] J come now to make a few obſervations upon the killing 
. of the witneſſes. And firſt, by the two witneſſes, we are not to 
= ' _ underſtand, as fome have done, that Elijah and Enoch, or 

[| Elijah and Moles, or any other of the ſaints, are to" reviſit this 
I; earth as teachers or prophets, previous to the diſſolution of all 
1 things; for the two witneſſes are to preach in ſackcloth 1269 
Rer. xi. 3. prophetic days or years a, from the time of the church's going 
=! into the wilderneſs, viz. from A. D. 406 ; and, after they have 

It haiſhed their ſackloth preaching, the beaſt that aſcendeth cut 
| of the bottomleſs pit, that is the ſecond beaſt, or /aft Antichriſt 
7 which cometh up out of the earth, ſhall make war againſt 
ier. xi. 7. them and hall overcome and kill them: wherefore the two 


an M$ Sz * 


I woitneſſes are the miniſters of Chriſt in all ages, whoſe num- 
\ | ber hath been always ſmall in reſpect of the multitude who 
we - ; have oppoſed the Goſpel : yaw as ang, it has been ſufficient | 
1 | for preſerving the truth, and is therefore ſaid to be two; for in | 
WH <Mat. xvii. the mouth of two witneſſes every word ſhall be eſtabliſhed<, The 
l 16. .. killing of them is not the killing of their perſons, but their | 
1 2. Cor. xi. doctrine; not as men, but as witneſſes or miniſters; When 
TH 4. a man ceaſes to declare the truth, he is no longer a Witneſs of ˖ 
i} it; but, as a witneſs, is become dead. This mode of expreſ- 
It ſion was common with the apoſtles, as will appear from the ? 
| . following inſtances, - The letter &J/eth, but the ſpirit giveth . 
22 Cor. i. « life a.“ « F was alive without the law once, but when the 0 
1 wy .- + commandment came, fin revived, and I died . J through 8 
1k om. Vile de the law am dead to the law, that I might ve unto God!” 
| 2821 j. 19. © For ye are dead, and your lite is hid with Chriſt in Gods.” f. 
6 Col. iii. z. Where the words killeth, alive, died, dead, live, are uſed in 10 
; a relative fenfe. 1 * le 
The beaſt killeth them by falſe doctrine, which, through his ba 
| hypocriſy and feigned words, he fo artfully diſguiſeth, that | 
ue leadeth the very elect aſtray, and maketh merchan- of 
dize of them. His deep underitanding in dark ſentences, the 


together with his apparent ſanity and innocence, will ſteal the 
greatly upon the minds of the people, and the unwary ſhall dec 


Wl. ahEzck. a ſhaking of the dry bones b, a converſion from error to tru 
„ 8 | | 1 and 


* 


| . not eſcape him; nay, the ſervants and miniſters of Chillt ', 
i ſhall be killed by him, during three prophetic days and a half, Alc 
il i. e. three years and a half, previous to the ſounding of the 0 
[ ' ſeventh angel, at whole voice there ſhall be a great earthquake WW fur 
N 


* 


1 


an ele number, even ſeven thouſand a, ſhall declare againſt the Rev. xi. 
dealt; and the remnant of God's heritage in the courſe of 13. 
the jubilee ſhall be afraid of him, and give glory to God. . — 
The witneſſes are ſaid to lie dead in the ſtreet of the great city b. Eh 3 
which ſpiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where alſo our Lord , ö 
as crucified. The great city comprehendeth all places which 
were under the juriſdiction of the Pope, before he received 
his deadly wound at the reformation ; but, whereas it is ſaid 
ſpiritually, where alſo our Lord was crucified, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, that our Saviour was not crucificd within, but without 
the gates of the city: fo, here, the witneſſes are not to be killed 
within, but without the then dominions of the Pope; in a ſtreet 
or kingdom which hath rebelled againſt him, and ſhook off his 


ſupremacy ; in the pleaſant land e, the glorious holy mountain between e Dan. viii. . | 


the ſeas d. The Pope having no actual ſway in that kingdom, 4 Dan. xi, 45+ 
the GRAND -ADVERSARY of ſouls raiſeth up another Ixs r Ru- | 
MENT of perdition, who ſhall have all the appearance of a lamb, 
and his reſidence among Chriſt's flock. | | 
This killing of the witneſſes, accounteth well for the interim 
between Mr. Whitfield's firſt preaching, and A. D. 1741, when 
he that had waited was pronounced bleſſed. It is well known 
that both he and other miniſters of the goſpel were then kill- 
ed by falſe doctrine. They did not witneſs the truth, having im- 
bibed the errors of Two POPULAR PREACHERS. And when they 
began to immerge out of darkneſs, he elder raged vehemently, 
preaching and printing, according to the let given him, in fury 
againſt them, inſomuch, that their work appeared to be utterly 
overthrown ; their own congregations revolted, and there was 
ſcarce ther church or meeting in which they were permitted 
to preach. : 
In Moorfields, Mr. Whitfield obſerved many of his former 
friends run from him with their fingers in their ears, leſt the 
found of the goſpel ſhould catch them: and ſome perſons ſent 
letters to him, intimating that his fall was greater than Peter's, 
and God would deſtroy him in a fortnight. 
But, notwithſtanding all the malice, triumph, and exultation 
of the beaſtian party, the Lord ſupported his choſen ones; 
their word was as a nail driven in a {ure place, the power of 
the ſpirit attended them more than ever, and numbers daily 
became happy ſubjects of converting grace. 
he ſeducers in our day, have not only, through their ſleighit 
2nd cunning, wherewith they go about to deceive, endeavoured 
10 pervert and falſify the ſcriptures, but have alſo had the af- 
lurance; in the face of the whole world, to repreſent ſome of 
the greateſt reformers as teachers of their principles and doctrine; 
vid this ſtratagem, I take it, has been of great ſervice to them. 
„ E Martin 


L 30.1 
Martin Luther, among others, has been ranked as one of 
their ſtamp, and as one who was quite oppoſite to Calvin, as 
touching the doctrines of grace, election, &c.; and, might 
certain of their dreams be credited, the former is now in heaven, 
but the latter in hell! | 
Can any man, however, ſeriouſly think that Calvin, who fo 
renuoufly oppoſed the tenets of free-will, perfection, and conditional 
e Art ſpeak ſo Wh of — as he has done, in 
the paſſage quoted in page ſixteen of this book, if any ſuch 
. tenets had been Luther's? No: Calvin was a man uniform in 
his ſentiments ; he had too great à ſenſibility of the value of 
free-grace, to give it up to the praiſe of man. Wherefore, 
for preventing the further progreſs of fo ſhameful a mil- 
repreſentation, I ſhall quote a few paſſages from Luther's 
works, that the reader may judge how he has been abuſed, 
Were it not that it would extend this pamphlet beyond its in- 
tended bounds, I ſhould alfo proceed to give quotations from 
7 divines of all the reformed churches, that their harmony in 
þ theſe points might appear; but, this inſtance of Luther may be 
0 ſafficient ; as he was a man, who, we may teafonably ſuppoſe, 
1 was endowed with as much more than ordinary grace and un- 
derſtanding in the word of God, as he was appointed to under- 
| take a more than ordinary work, namely, the downfall of Hu, 
| 55 who had KINGS and EMPERORS at his NOD. 
j Luther taught not that a man may be a child of God 
_-: one ow and a child of the devil the next. His doctrine was, 
| that * He (God) will never ſuffer that which ir his own to be wrelt- 
ed either by the world, or by the gates of hell, out of his hands. 
| « Tf he then abide and continue, they alſo fhall continue for ever | 
« that are his.” | | Os | 
„Therefore, although ye ſaffer in the mean time, ſaith the 
« Holy Ghoſt, ' yet, know ye, that my will is that they who believe ; 
*in me fhall never periſh, but ſhall be preſerved to life ever- 
„ fafting.” God is fo careful for the ſafety of his people l 
« that he ſeemeth to fear, Je? they ſhould put forth their hands 


« to wickedneſs, and fall away from him, whereby it might come h 
o paſs that he fhauld have no people, and ſo there ſhould be 1s : 
„God: for God is the God of the living, and therefore he my 4 
needs have a people. Whereſore there muſt be ever ſeme ti. | 
« maining which may praiſe and worſhip him: If there mf ; 


1 needs be ſuch a number remaining, God muft of neceſſity make 

. «an end alſo of temptations.” Commen. on Pfalm. cx. 
ver. 3. | N 5 : 

Luther did not teach that God electeth men to ſalvation, 5 

through any thing foreſeen in them, as willing, obezings _ 
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CM. 1 
more than in others; but contrarywiſe. In a diſcourſe on theſes 
words, Gal. chap. iv. ver. 6. Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath 
ent forth the ſpirit of his fon inte your hearts, crying Abba, Fa- 
tber, he obſerveth that the apoſtle ſpeaketh here, as though we 
were ſons before the coming of the ſpirit, and faith, . « Before 
« the fullneſs of time came, we were in bondage under the 
« rudiments of the world. All the elect which are predeſiinated 
« of the Lord that they ſhall become ſons, are counted in the place 
« of ſons with God; therefore he faith rightly becauſe ye are 
« ſons, that is, becauſe the flate of ſons is appointed unto you 


enn 


9 


pry wu 


« from everlaſting, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of his ſon, ts 1 
| « wit, that he might finiſh it in you, and make you. fuch as he 6. 
y « hath Jong ſince of his goodneſs determined that he ſhould make = 
$ « you.” Again, in his commentary on Gal. chap. i. ver. 15. 
. When it pleaſed God, wha ſeparated me from mother's womb, 
* and called me by his grace, he writeth thus, “ That is, God had 
m « appointed, when I was yet in my mother's womb, that I ſhould 
* « ſo rage againſi his church, and that afterwards he would merci- 
de « fully call me back again from the midſt. of my cruelty and 
e, « blaſphemy, by his mere grace, into the way of truth and ſalua- 
by * tion. To be ſhort, when I was not yet born, I was an apeſile 
*. « in the fight of Cod; and, when the {ime was come, I was 
u, i © 4clarcd to be an apoſtle before the whole world.” He addeth, 


« All the good gifts both ſmall and great, as well ſpiritual as 
| « corporal, which God pur poſed to give unts me, and all the goed 
35, « things which at any time in my life I ſhould do, God himſelf 
ft « had before appointed when I was yet in my mather”s womb, where 
oY % could neither wiſh, think, nor do any good thing. Therefore 
ver * this gift, alſo, came unto me by the mere predeſiination and 

* free mercy f God, before I was yet born.” He alſo faith upon 

E, 


che the ſame verſe, This was my deſert ; in the mid/? of this cruel 
lebe « rage I was called to ſuch ineſfimable grace, What? Was it 
ver- « becauſe of this outrageous cruelty? No, forſooth : But the 
opt « abungant grace of God, who calleth and ſheweth mercy to whom he 
1nd) will, pardoned and forgave me all theſe blaſphemies.“ Again 


come he ſaith, „Was it for my phariſaic religion? or for my blame- 
„ © + and holy life? for my prayers, faſting, and works? No. 
mu „Much leſs then for my blaſphemies, perſecutions, oppreſſions. 


fe- „How then ? By his mere grace alone.” _ | 
muf In Luther's ſermon ppon Matthew, chap. xi. ver, 25, 26, 
nake MW 27» 28, 29, and 30, he quotes this ſcripture, “ Fear not little 


XXV- * flock, for it is your father's gogd pleaſure to give you the king- 

dom,“ and | faith, the. hypacrites cannot abide it, becauſe it 
tion, excludeth phariſaic holineſs. * He ,addeth, « Whom would not 
&c. this drive into madneſs ? who, would not take it grievouſly 


L 32 3 


«« that he himſelf and his things ſhould be in fuch à caſe, and 


« nothing at all counted of? But what ſhould? thou do, or why 


* ſhauldft thou murmur? The good pleaſure of God is ſuth, to 


« whom he vouchſafeth to open, to him they ſhall be ofenid ; 


and from whom he hideth, from him they are hidden, which 


« count as undoubtedly true ; and mark well that Chriſt ſaith here, 
« It is ſe, O. Father, becauſe thy good pleaſure was ſuch ; thy 
« goed pleaſure I ſay, before the world was made: adding thoſe 
words of St. Paul, „God hath choſen bs in Chriſt before the 


_ « foundations of the world were laid, that we ſhould be holy 


« and without blame before him in love; who hath predeſtinat- 
« ed us to be adopted through Jeſus Chriſt unto himſelf, accordin 
« to the good pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the glory of 


« his grace, wherewith he hath made us freely 'accepted in the 


« beloved. Here all merit is excluded: wherefore, let it not 
« come into thy mind 'that thou ſhalt obtain any thing here 
« by thy deſerts ; neither let thy works, wiſdem, and merits 
s puff thee up, Here all rejoicing is taken away, that he that 
„ rejpiceth may rejoice in the Lord,” ' | 
Luther taught not a ſinleſs perſection in this life, 
« While we remain in thys life, imAawelleth in our fleſh.” 


Commen. on Gal. chap. ii. ve 16. Again on the ſame paſj- 


a u. e | 
ge he faith, „A chriſtian is * he Who hath no fin, but he to 


ſa 

r u ham God imputeth not his fin througli faith jn Chriſt.” _ 
He taught none o caſt aſide the RicnaTtousNness of CHRIST 

as a thing of no value im quſtification « As from the begin, 

««. ning, fin, which was anzthers, hath begn derived unto us 

« from Adam, for neither I nor thou have eat of the:apple ; ſo, 


« alſo, by the RIGHTEOUSNESS OF ANOTHER, we muſt be re- 


&« ſtored to righteouſneſs, and this other is CHRIST Je8vs, by 
« whoſe RIGHTEQUSNESS AND WORKS we are all ſaved.” 
Vide his ſermon on the works which Chriſt hath wrought for 
us. The Jaw terrifieth the conſcience that it cannot go to 


1 the Father; the word of Chriſt, which juſtifieth us by the 


„ RIGHTEQUSNESS or CHRIST, bringeth us to the Father.“ 
Vide his diſcourſe on the firſt fourteen verſes of the eleventh 


chapter of St. Johns Goſpel: 5 


« ChRIST's RIGHTENQUSNESS, VICTORY, and LIFE, ate 
« mine.” Commen; Cal. chap. ij. ver. 20. Well, although 
« thou be never {0 barren and forfaken, not having the righte- 
% ouſneſs of the law, notwithſtanding, CHRIST 1s THY 
„ RIGHTEOUSNESS ; he was made a curſe for thee, to deliver 
« thee from the curſe of the law. If thou believe in him, the 
law is dead to thee; and look how much CRHRIST is great” 
# than the Law, {6 much haſt thou a nore ge nine 
; L fey ets © OUSNE 
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« &r5NESS than the RIGHTE@QUSNESsS of the Law.” Commen. 
on Gal. chap. iv. v. 27. | | 
Aguin, they (the elect) know that they have an W ERIAST - 
ING RIGHTEOUSNESS which they wait for through hope as a 
certain and ſure poſſeſſon laid up for them in heaven, even when 
they feel the horrible terrors of ſin and death. Commen. on 
Gal chap. V. v. 5. | 8 
But this muſt be our ground and anchorhold, that CHRIST 
15 R ONLY AND PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS. Commen. on 
Gal. chap. v. v. 17. 
Luther did not mix works with grace in the article of Juſtifica- 
tion, © The truth of the goſpel is, that our righteouſneſs cometh 
« by faith alone, without the works of the law. The corruption 
« or falſehood of the goſpel is, that we are juſtified by faith, but 
« not without the works of the law.“ Commen. on Gal. c. ii. v. 4. 
« Whoſoever doth not perfectly underſtand the article of 
« juſtification, muſt needs confound and mingle the law and 
grace together. Let every man, therefore, diligently learn, 
« above all things, to put a difference between the law and 
« grace in deed and in practice, not in words only, as the Pope 
and fantaſtical Anabaptiſts do: who, as touching the words, 
do confeſs that they are two diſtin things; but, in very 
„ deed, as I have ſaid, they confound and mingle them together ; 
« for they will not grant that faith juſtifieth without' works. 
« If this be true, then, Chriſt profiteth me nothing; for though 


« my faith be never ſo perfect, yet, after their opinion, if this 


« faith be without charity, I am not juſtified ; and, thus, Chriſt 
« apprehended by faith, is not a juſtifier, grace profiteth nothing, 
neither can faith be true faith, without charity. With this 
* doArine, theſe lying ſpirits and ſects of perdition do darken 
and deface the benefit of Chriſt at this day; they take away from 
him the glory of a juſtifier, and make him the miniſter of ſin.” 
Commen. on Gal. c. ii. v. 17. | Fn 

« If thou wilt liye unto God, thou muſt die to the law; 
* but, if thou wilt live unto the law, thou ſhalt die to God: 
„now, to live unto God is to be juſtified by grace or by faith 
„for Chriſt's ſake, without the law and works. This, then, 


is the true definition of a chriſtian, that he is the child of 


* grace and remiſſion of ſins, becauſe he is under no law, but 
is above the law, ſin, death, and hell. And, even as Chriſt 
is free from the grave, and Peter from the priſon, ſo is a 
* chriſtian free from the law.” Commen. Gal. c. ii. v. 19. 
The enemies of truth will cry out, this doctrine is downright 
Antinomianiſm, but the children of God know otherwiſe ; and 
20 man did ever deteſt ſuch a diabolical principle more than did 
OE SING . f 2 Luther, 


* contrary to 8urs, let us be bold to ſay tha 


our Saviour's coming, ſhould prove wrong, yet, 


C 34 ] 


Luther. Cana man who knows himſelf to be called, juſtified, and 


adopted an heir of heaven, be an enemy to God? Away with ſuch 
an impious ſuggeſtion ! But, thus was the goſpel always blaſphem- 
ed! It was ſo in Luther's day; which cauſed in that good man an 


| holy indignation, when he wrote the following words: 


As St; Paul, therefore, when he ſaw that ſome rejected his 
« doctrine, and other ſome ſought the liberty of the fleſh, and 
«. thereby became worſe, comforted himſelf after this ſort, that he 
« was an APOSTLE or Jxsus CHRIST, ſent to preach the faith of 
Gad select, and that hemuſt ſuffer all things for the elect's fake, that 
« they alſo might obtain ſalvation ; ſo we at this day do all things 
« for the-elett's ſake, whom we know to be ediſied and comforted 
« through our doctrine: But as for the dogs and ſwine, of whom 
« one ſort perſecuteth our doctrine, and the other ſort treadeth 


under foot the liberty which we have in Chriſt Jeſus, I am ſo 


« offended with them, that in all my life, for their ſakes, I 
« would not utter ſo much as one word; but I would rather 
% wiſh that theſe ſwine, together with our adverſaries the dogs, 
were yet, ſtill, ſubject to the Pape's tyranny, rather than that 
« the holy name of God ſhould be ſo blaſphemed, and evil ſpoken 
« of through them.“ | 

Luther was as earneſt as Calvin in maintaining the doctrine 
of free grace; he would not ſuffer it to be in any wiſe mitigat- 
ed or diſpenſed with, as appears from the following lines. 

« We with Paul do boldly pronounce all ſuch doctrine to be 
“ accurſed, as agreeth nat with ours: for neither do we ſeek 
by our preaching, the praiſe of men, or the favour of princes 
« or biſhops,. but the favour of Gop ALONE, wheſe ONLY 
« GRACE AND MERCY we 88 deſpifing and treading under 
« foot WHATSOEVER IS OF QURSELVES, WHOSOEVER HE 
% BE THEN Which ſhall teach any other 270 or that which it 

| t he is ſent of the deri 
« and hold him accurſed.” Commen. on Gal. c. i. v. 10. 

« All they ho are either authors or maintainers of the doctrine 
*« of works, are oppreſſors of the goſpel, make the death and vic- 
« tory of Chriſt unprofitable, blemiſh and deface his ſacraments, 
and utterly take away the true uſe thereof, and, briefly, they are 
„ BLASPHEMERS, ENEMIES, and DENIERS oF GoD, and of 
his promiſes and benefits.” Commen, on Gal. c. v. v. 2. 

Bluſh, and be aſhamed; ye Arminians, when you read th 


above] Ye enemies of righteouſneſs, when will ye ceaſe to per- 


; * " 


vert the right ways of the Lord? 


I I have now exceeded the bounds I had propoſed, and fall 


therefore conclude, - If my judgment, as to the nearnels,0! 
1 truſt the 


publication 


1 . 
poblietion hereof can be attended with no ill conſequence te þ 
the church ; and, as to what I have written in ſupport of the 
true faith, and for the diſcovery of error, I publiſh it without 
diffdence, holding myſelf accountable, in that reſpeR, only to 
our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt; whom I wiſh to obey, 
rather than man: and I doubt not but Hz who RULETH OVER 
ALL will attend theſe weak endeavours with his Bleſſing, and 


preſerve the author in his Ive and fear and from the OUTRAGE - 


of SATAN. 


8 0 1:0 VS 


ISE thou, my ſoul, mount up and fly 
| On wings of love to Chriſt on high; 
BeHoLD thy FRIEND! the Lamb of God, 
Each six hath $PRINKLED with his BLOOD 
Ricar prix to heaven halt thou; 55 
There pleads thy ſurety for thee now. 
Mercy and Truth will ſmile to meet 
On thee, befere the Saviour's feet; 
Owning, the merits of the Son \ 


Did once for ALL thy guilt atone; 
Yonder then fly up to his throne. 
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material are the Jollowmge . .. ; | 


Page * I, 34, for fonghes read; Xeyophon;: p. 155 L 28, for mgbty read 
I p. 22, l. 26, for war read wers; p. 24, J. 94 for cople read prople; | 
P- 215 1. ä for will Ave bave bis read 17. 1 bir; 1. * ninth line 
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